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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Preliminary Amendment 
1. Applicant's preliminary amendment was received on 7/22/03, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-7, 9-19, 21-30, and 32-53 are pending. 



Priority 

2, Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 

U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 09/123,145, filed 
on 07/27/98. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings received on 7/22/03 are acceptable by the examiner. 



Claim Objections 

4. Claims 42, 44-49, and 52 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 42, lines 4-7 (being on top of page 15 of the preliminary amendment), the 
examiner believes that these limitations were not-intended to be part of the claim, and should 
therefore be removed; 

In claim 44, line 1, the examiner believes that "claim 47" should read "claim 43"; 

In claim 45, line 1, the examiner believes that "claim 47" should read "claim 43"; 

In claim 46, line 1, the examiner believes that "claim 49" should read "claim 45"; 

In claim 47, line 1, the examiner believes that "claim 47" should read "claim 43"; 
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In claim 48, line 1, the examiner believes that "claim 47" should read "claim 43"; 
In claim 49, line 1, the examiner believes that "claim 47" should read "claim 43"; 
In claim 52, line 9, "difference" should read "different"; and 
In claim 52, line 14, "means for" should be erased. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 51 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims, in line 1 of each, recite "A computer 
program for . . .". Such a claim is non-statutory because the terminology "computer program" 
alone has no set definition. A statutory product with descriptive material must include a positive 
recitation of the computer readable medium (see MPEP 2106). The examiner suggests amending 
the claims to read "A computer program embodied in a computer readable medium for. . ." 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 37-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Adler et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,256,1 15, cited in the Information Disclosure Statement dated 7/22/03). 

Regarding claim 37, Adler discloses a communication apparatus (see Figs. 2a-2c, and 4) 
comprising means for connecting various types of networks which have unique formats and 
addresses, respectively (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45), means for receiving 
information data with destination address data via one of the networks from a transmission 
source (column 5, line 43-column 7, line 15, and column 10, line 46-column 1 1, line 59, and 
column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4), means for changing a format of the information data and 
the destination address data into another format corresponding to another type of network by 
discriminating the destination address data (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 42, column 1 1, line 
60-column 12, line 17, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 29), and means for selecting 
whether the communication is continued via the network when the destination data is not 
received within a prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the network after a 
session is started via the network (see Fig. 8, steps 206-216, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 
17, and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25), and means for selecting whether the 
communication is continued via the network when the information data is not received within a 
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prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the network after a session is started via the 
network (see Fig. 8, steps 220-224, column 12, lines 3-17, and column 21, line 10-column 22, 
line 25). 

Regarding claim 38, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that the types of networks include a computer network (column 5, lines 5-22, and 
column 9, lines 18-45). 

Regarding claim 39, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that the types of networks include a public telephone network (column 5, lines 5- 
22, and column 9, lines 18-45). 

Regarding claim 40, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that the information data is image data in accordance with predetermined image 
format (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 42, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, and column 
18, line 14-column 19, line 29). 

Regarding claim 41, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that the means for changing format changes the format from a predetermined 
format to an e-mail format (column 5, lines 12-42, and column 18, lines 14-41). 

Regarding claim 42, Adler discloses the apparatus.discussed above. in claim 37, and 
further teaches that the means for changing a format changes the format from a facsimile format 
to a predetermined format (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 42, column 11, line 60-column 12, 
line 17, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 29). 

Regarding claim 43, Adler discloses a communication apparatus (see Figs. 2a-2c, and 4) 
comprising means for connecting various types of networks which have unique formats and 
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addresses, respectively (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45), means for receiving 
information data with destination address data from a transmitting source via a network (column 
5, line 43-column 7, line 15, and column 10, line 46-column 11, line 59, and column 13, line 25- 
column 14, line 4), means for returning a message in response to a request from the transmitting 
source via the network (column 11, lines 3-27), means for receiving an instruction generated 
based on the message (column 11, line 28-column 12, line 2), means for receiving another 
instruction different from the instruction based on the message (column 1 1, line 28-column 12, 
line 2), means for processing the information data without changing the format in a case where 
the another instruction is received (column 14, lines 5-65), means for changing a format of the 
information data and the destination address data into another format corresponding to another 
type of network by discriminating the destination address data (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 
42, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 29), means for transmitting the changed information 
data and destination address data in accordance with the instruction received by one of the means 
of receiving (column 13, line 25-columnl4, line 4), and means for selecting at least two mode of 
operation if the information data is not received within a prescribed time, at least one of the 
modes being for the communication of facsimile data (see Fig. 8, column 11, line 60-column 12, 

line 17, and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25). . 

Regarding claim 44, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 43, and 
further teaches that the means for returning returns the message as voice guidance information 
(column 9, lines 30-45). 
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Regarding claim 45, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 43, and 
further teaches that the means for receiving an instruction receives the instruction by a tone 
signal (column 9, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 46, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 45, and 
further teaches that the tone signal is a DTMF signal (column 9, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 47, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 43, and 
further teaches that the information data is image data in accordance with predetermined image 
format (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 42, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, and column 
18, line 14-column 19, line 29). 

Regarding claim 48, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 43, and 
further teaches that the means for changing format changes the format from a predetermined 
format to an e-mail format (column 5, lines 12-42, and column 18, lines 14-41). 

Regarding claim 49, Adler discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 43, and 
further teaches that the means for changing a format changes the format from a facsimile format 
to a predetermined format (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 42, column 11, line 60-column 12, 
line 17, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 29). 

.... Regarding claim 50, Adler discloses a method for a communication apparatus (see Figs. 
2a-2c, and 4) comprising the steps of connecting various types of networks which have unique 
formats and addresses, respectively (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45), receiving 
information data with destination address data via one of the networks from a transmission 
source (column 5, line 43-column 7, line 15, and column 10, line 46-column 11, line 59, and 
column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4), changing a format of the information data and the 
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destination address data into another format corresponding to another type of network by 
discriminating the destination address data (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 42, column 11, line 
60-column 12, line 17, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 29), and selecting whether the 
communication is continued via the network when the destination data is not received within a 
prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the network after a session is started via the 
network (see Fig. 8, steps 206-216, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, and column 21, line 
10-column 22, line 25), and selecting whether the communication is continued via the network 
when the information data is not received within a prescribed time for monitoring signal 
reception from the network after a session is started via the network (see Fig. 8, steps 220-224, 
column 12, lines 3-17, and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25). 

Regarding claim 57, Adler discloses a computer program for a communication apparatus 
(see Figs. 2a-2c, and 4) comprising means for connecting various types of networks which have 
unique formats and addresses, respectively (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45), 
means for receiving information data with destination address data via one of the networks from 
a transmission source (column 5, line 43-column 7, line 15, and column 10, line 46-column 11, 
line 59, and column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4), means for changing a format of the 
information data and the destination address data into another format corresponding to another 
type of network by discriminating the destination address data (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 
42, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 29), and 
means for selecting whether the communication is continued via the network when the 
destination data is not received within a prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the 
network after a session is started via the network (see Fig. 8, steps 206-216, column 11, line 60- 
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column 12, line 17, and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25), and means for selecting whether 
the communication is continued via the network when the information data is not received within 
a prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the network after a session is started via 
the network (see Fig. 8, steps 220-224, column 12, lines 3-17, and column 21, line 10-column 
22, line 25). 

Regarding claim 52, Adler discloses a method for a communication apparatus (see Figs. 
2a-2c, and 4) comprising connecting various types of networks which have unique formats and 
addresses, respectively (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45), receiving information 
data with destination address data from a transmitting source via a network (column 5, line 43- 
column 7, line 15, and column 10, line 46-column 11, line 59, and column 13, line 25-column 
14, line 4), returning a message in response to a request from the transmitting source via the 
network (column 1 1, lines 3-27), receiving an instruction generated based on the message 
(column 11, line 28-column 12, line 2), receiving another instruction different from the 
instruction based on the message (column 11, line 28-column 12, line 2), processing the 
information data without changing the format in a case where the another instruction is received 
(column 14, lines 5-65), and changing a format of the information data and the destination 
address data into another format corresponding to another type of network in accordance with the 
received instruction (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 42, column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4, 
and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 29), and selecting at least two mode of operation if the 
information data is not received within a prescribed time, at least one of the modes being for the 
communication of facsimile data (see Fig. 8, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, and column 
21, line 10-column 22, line 25). 
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Regarding claim 53, Adler discloses a computer program for a communication apparatus 
(see Figs. 2a-2c, and 4) comprising means for connecting various types of networks which have 
unique formats and addresses, respectively (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45), 
means for receiving information data with destination address data from a transmitting source via 
a network (column 5, line 43-column 7, line 15, and column 10, line 46-column 1 1, line 59, and 
column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4), means for returning a message in response to a request 
from the transmitting source via the network (column 11, lines 3-27), means for receiving an 
instruction generated based on the message (column 1 1, line 28-column 12, line 2), means for 
receiving another instruction different from the instruction based on the message (column 11, 
line 28-column 12, line 2), means for processing the information data without changing the 
format in a case where the another instruction is received (column 14, lines 5-65), means for 
changing a format of the information data and the destination address data into another format 
corresponding to another type of network in accordance with the receiving instruction (column 5, 
line 66-column 6, line 42, column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4, and column 18, line 14-column 
19, line 29), and means for selecting at least two mode of operation if the information data is not 
received within a prescribed time, at least one of the modes being for the communication of 
facsimile data (see Fig. .8, column 11, line 60-column 12,-line 1 7, and-column 21, line 10-column 
22, line 25). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1-7, 9-19, 21-30, and 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Adler et ah (U.S. Patent Number 6,256,1 15, cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statement dated 7/22/03) in view of Yamada (U.S. Patent Number 5,521,719, cited in 
the Information Disclosure Statement dated 2/17/04). 

Regarding claim 7, Adler discloses a communication apparatus (see Figs. 2a-2c, and 4) 
comprising means for connecting to a computer network (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, 
lines 18-45), means for connecting to a public telephone network (column 5, lines 22-65, and 
column 9, lines 18-45), facsimile reception means for receiving facsimile image data from the 
public telephone network (column 9, line 46-column 10, line 62), means for receiving transfer 
destination information of IP data from the public telephone network (column 13, line 25- 
column 14, line 4), conversion means for converting the received facsimile image data into IP 
data format (column 6, lines 10-42, and column 18, linel4-column 19, line 24), transmission 
means for designating an IP destination of the computer network on the basis of the received 
transfer destination information (column 6, line 17-column 7, line 67, and column 18, line 14- 
column 19, line 67), and transmitting the IP data converted by the conversion means to a 
destination designated by the transfer destination information (see abstract, column 6, line 17- 
column 7, line 67, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 67), means for selecting whether the 
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public telephone network is released and facsimile reception via the public telephone network is 
started after the transfer destination information is not received within a prescribed time for 
monitoring signal reception from the public telephone network after call reception from the 
public telephone network (see Fig. 8, steps 206-216, column 1 1, line 60-column 12, line 17, and 
column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25), and means for selecting whether the public telephone 
network is released and facsimile reception via the public telephone network is started after a 
signal related to a facsimile communication is not received within a prescribed time for 
monitoring signal reception from the public telephone network after call reception from the 
public telephone network (see Fig. 8, steps 220-224, column 12, lines 3-17, and column 21, line 
10-column 22, line 25). 

However, Adler fails to expressly disclose if the IP data and IP destination are e-mail 
data and e-mail destination. 

Yamada discloses a communication apparatus (apparatus 111, seen in Figs. 9 and 10) 
comprising means for connecting to a computer network (LAN I/F 123, column 14, lines 4 
through 7), means for connecting to a public telephone network (facsimile communication unit 
1 17, column 13, lines 36 through 63), facsimile reception means for receiving facsimile image 
data from the public telephone network (see Fig. 10, and column 13, lines 37 through 63, and 
column 14, lines 52 through 62), means for receiving transfer destination information of e-mail 
data from the public telephone network (see Figs. 11-14, being the SUB signal, having procedure 
number code "04", "14", or "24", column 15, lines 20 through 25, column 16, lines 28 through 
33, and column 17, lines 46 through 52), conversion means for converting the received facsimile 
image data into an e-mail data format (electronic mail/file transfer communication procedure 
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controller 122, column 13, line 64 through column 14, line 4), and transmission means for 
designating an e-mail destination of the computer network on the basis of the received transfer 
destination information, and transmitting the e-mail data converted by the conversion means to a 
destination designated by the transfer destination information (column 15, lines 20 through 48, 
column 16, line 28 through column 17, line 3, and column 17, line 46 through column 18, line 
24). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
EP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, Adlenand Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 1, 
and Adler further teaches that the transmission means comprises destination designation means 
for designating the IP destination of the computer network on the basis of the received transfer 
destination information, and postoffice designation means for designating a desired postoffice in 
an e-mail server of the computer network (column 4, line 62-column 5, line 65, and column 18, 
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lines 14-59). As discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail address of the 
computer network (see Figs. 11-14). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both DP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 3, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 1, 
and Adler further teaches that the transfer destination information and password information are 
received from the public telephone network (column 11, line 28-column 12, line 17), it is 
checked if IP transfer destination information corresponding to the transfer destination 
information is set in advance and if the received password information matches password 
information set in advance, and the converted IP data is transmitted in accordance with the 
checking results (column 11, lines 28-59). As discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating 
an e-mail address of the computer network (see Figs. 11-14). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada's e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada's teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 4, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 1, 
and Adler further teaches of means for registering in advance IP address information of the IP 
destination in correspondence with numeral information (column 11, line 60-column 12, line 
17), and wherein the transfer destination information is received as numeral information, and the 
address information of the IP destination corresponding to the received numeral information is 
read out from the storage means to designate the IP destination (column 12, lines 2-17). As 
discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail address of the computer network (see 
Figs. 11-14). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada's e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both EP data having 
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IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 5, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 3, 
and Adler further teaches that the password information is received as numeral information 
(column 10, line 64-column 11, line 59). 

Regarding claim 6, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 1, 
and Adler further teaches that the transfer destination information is received by a tone signal 
(column 9, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 7, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 6, 
and Adler further teaches that the tone signal is a DTMF signal (column 9, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 9, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 4, 
and Adler further teaches that the transfer destination information is received by a protocol signal 
of a facsimile communication protocol (column 1 1, line 16-column 12, line 17, and column 13, 
line 25-column 14, line 4). 

Regarding claim 10, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 
5, and Adler further teaches that the password information is received by a protocol signal of a 
facsimile communication protocol (column 11, line 16-column 12, line 17, and column 13, line 
25-column 14, line 4). 

Regarding claim 11, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 
9, and Adler further teaches that the protocol signal of the facsimile communication protocol is a 
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subaddress signal or selective polling signal of the T.30 recommendation (column 1, lines 1 1-67, 
and column 10, line 15-column 12, line 17). 

Regarding claim 12, Adler and Yamada disclose the apparatus discussed above in claim 
10, and Adler further teaches that the protocol signal of the facsimile communication protocol is 
a password signal of the T.30 recommendation (column 1, lines 11-67, and column 10, line 15- 
column 12, line 17). 

Regarding claim 13, Adler discloses a method for a communication apparatus (see Figs. 
2a-2c, and 4) connected to a computer network (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45) 
and a public telephone network (column 5, lines 22-65, and column 9, lines 18-45), the 
communication apparatus having a facsimile communication function (column 9, line 46-column 
10, line 62), the method comprising the steps of receiving a remote instruction including transfer 
destination information from the public telephone network by a protocol signal of a facsimile 
communication protocol (column 9, line 46-column 10, line 62), receiving facsimile image data 
from the public telephone network (column 13, line 25 -column 14, line 4), converting the 
received facsimile image data into an IP data format (column 6, lines 10-42, and column 1 8, 
linel4-column 19, line 24), designating an IP destination of the computer network based on the 
received remote instruction (column 6, line 17^column 7, line 67, and column 18, line 14-column 
19, line 67), and transmitting the converted IP data to a destination designated by the transfer 
destination information (see abstract, column 6, line 17-column 7, line 67, and column 18, line 
14-column 19, line 67), selecting whether the public telephone network is released and facsimile 
reception via the public telephone network is started after the transfer destination information is 
not received within a prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the public telephone 
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network after call reception from the public telephone network (see Fig. 8, steps 206-216, 
column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25), and selecting 
whether the public telephone network is released and facsimile reception via the public telephone 
network is started after a signal related to a facsimile communication is not received within a 
prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the public telephone network after call 
reception from the public telephone network (see Fig. 8, steps 220-224, column 12, lines 3-17, 
and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25). 

However, Adler fails to expressly disclose if the IP data and IP destination are e-mail 
data and e-mail destination. 

Yamada discloses a method for a communication apparatus (apparatus 111, seen in Figs. 
9 and 10) connected to a computer network (LAN I/F 123, column 14, lines 4 through 7) and a 
public telephone network (facsimile communication unit 1 17, column 13, lines 36 through 63), 
the communication apparatus having a facsimile communication function (see Fig. 10, and 
column 13, lines 37 through 63, and column 14, lines 52 through 62), the method comprising the 
steps of receiving a remote instruction including transfer destination information from the public 
telephone network by a protocol signal of a facsimile communication protocol (see Figs. 11-14, 
being the SUB signal, having procedure number code "04", "14", or "24", column 15, lines 20 
through 25, column 16, lines 28 through 33, and column 17, lines 46 through 52), receiving 
facsimile image data from the public telephone network (see Fig. 10, and column 13, lines 37 
through 63, and column 14, lines 52 through 62), converting the received facsimile image data 
into an e-mail data format (electronic mail/file transfer communication procedure controller 122, 
column 13, line 64 through column 14, line 4), and designating an e-mail destination of the 
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computer network based on the received remote instruction, and transmitting the converted e- 
mail data to a destination designated by the transfer destination information (column 15, lines 20 
through 48, column 16, line 28 through column 17, line 3, and column 17, line 46 through 
column 18, line 24). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 13. 

Regarding claim 14, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 13, 
and Adler further teaches that the remote instruction includes transfer destination information 
and password information . of /P-rfata (column 1 1 , line 28-column 12, line 1 7), it is checked if IP 
transfer destination information corresponding to the transfer destination information is set in 
advance and if the received password information matches password information set in advance, 
and converted IP data is transmitted in accordance with the checking results (column 11, lines 
28-59). As discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail address of the computer 
network (see Figs. 11-14). 
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Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada's e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both DP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 14. 

Regarding claim 15, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 14, 
and Adler further teaches of designating the IP address destination of the computer network on 
the basis of the received transfer destination information, and designating a desired postoffice in 
an e-mail server of the computer network (column 4, line 62-column 5, line 65, and column 18, 
lines 14-59). As discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail address of the 
computer network (see Figs. 11-14). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
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IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada's teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 15. 

Regarding claim 16, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 14, 
and Adler further teaches of registering in advance IP address information of the IP destination 
in correspondence with numeral information (column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17), and 
receiving the transfer destination information as numeral information, and reading out the 
address information of the IP destination corresponding to the received numeral information 
from the storage means to designate the IP destination (column 12, lines 2-17). As discussed 
above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail address of the computer network (see Figs. 11- 
14). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 16. 
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Regarding claim 1 7, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 14, 
and Adler further teaches that the password information is received as numeral information 
(column 10, line 64-column 11, line 59). 

Regarding claim 18, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 14, 
and Adler further teaches that the transfer destination information is received by a tone signal 
(column 9, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 19, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 18, 
and Adler further teaches that the tone signal is a DTMF signal (column 9, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 21, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 14, 
and Adler further teaches that the transfer destination information is received by a protocol signal 
of a facsimile communication protocol (column 11, line 16-column 12, line 17, and column 13, 
line 25-column 14, line 4). 

Regarding claim 22, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 14, 
and Adler further teaches that the password information is received by a protocol signal of a 
facsimile communication protocol (column 11, line 16-column 12, line 17, and column 13, line 
25-column 14, line 4). 

— Regarding claim 23, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 21 , 
and Adler further teaches that the protocol signal of the facsimile communication protocol is a 
subaddress signal or selective polling signal of the T.30 recommendation (column 1, lines 1 1-67, 
and column 10, line 15-column 12, line 17). 

Regarding claim 24, Adler and Yamada disclose the method discussed above in claim 22, 
and Adler further teaches that the protocol signal of the facsimile communication protocol is a 
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password signal of the T.30 recommendation (column 1, lines 1 1-67, and column 10, line 15- 
column 12, line 17). 

Regarding claim 25, Adler discloses a storage medium which stores a computer program 
executed by a computer of a communication apparatus (see Figs. 2a-2c, and 4) connected to a 
computer network (column 5, lines 5-22, and column 9, lines 18-45) and a public telephone 
network (column 5, lines 22-65, and column 9, lines 18-45), the communication apparatus 
having a facsimile communication function (column 9, line 46-column 10, line 62), the computer 
program having processing of receiving a remote instruction including transfer destination 
information from the public telephone network by a protocol signal of a facsimile 
communication protocol (column 9, line 46-column 10, line 62), processing of receiving 
facsimile image data from the public telephone network (column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4), 
processing of converting the received facsimile image data into an IP data format (column 6, 
lines 10-42, and column 18, linel4-column 19, line 24), processing of designating an IP 
destination of the computer network based on the received remote instruction (column 6, line 
17-column 7, line 67, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 67), and transmitting the converted 
IP data to a destination designated by the transfer destination information (see abstract, column 
- 6, line 17-column 7,-line 67, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 67), processing of selecting 
whether the public telephone network is released and facsimile reception via the public telephone 
network is started after the transfer destination information is not received within a prescribed 
time for monitoring signal reception from the public telephone network after call reception from 
the public telephone network (see Fig. 8, steps 206-216, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, 
and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25), and processing of selecting whether the public 
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telephone network is released and facsimile reception via the public telephone network is started 
after a signal related to a facsimile communication is not received within a prescribed time for 
monitoring signal reception from the public telephone network after call reception from the 
public telephone network (see Fig. 8, steps 220-224, column 12, lines 3-17, and column 21, line 
10-column 22, line 25). 

However, Adler fails to expressly disclose if the IP data and IP destination are e-mail 
data and e-mail destination. 

Yamada discloses a storage medium which stores a computer program executed by a 
computer of a communication apparatus (apparatus 111, seen in Figs. 9 and 10) connected to a 
computer network (LAN I/F 123, column 14, lines 4 through 7) and a public telephone network 
(facsimile communication unit 117, column 13, lines 36 through 63), the communication 
apparatus having a facsimile communication function (see Fig. 10, and column 13, lines 37 
through 63, and column 14, lines 52 through 62), the computer program having processing of 
receiving a remote instruction including transfer destination information from the public 
telephone network by a protocol signal of a facsimile communication protocol (see Figs. 1 1-14, 
being the SUB signal, having procedure number code "04", "14", or "24", column 15, lines 20 
through 25^ column 16, lines 28 through 33, and column 17, lines 46 through 52), processing of 
receiving facsimile image data from the public telephone network (see Fig. 10, and column 13, 
lines 37 through 63, and column 14, lines 52 through 62), processing of converting the received 
facsimile image data into an e-mail data format (electronic mail/file transfer communication 
procedure controller 122, column 13, line 64 through column 14, line 4), and processing of 
designating an e-mail destination of the computer network based on the received remote 
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instruction, and transmitting the converted e-mail data to a destination designated by the transfer 
destination information (column 15, lines 20 through 48, column 16, line 28 through column 17, 
line 3, and column 17, line 46 through column 18, line 24). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 25. 

Regarding claim 26, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
25, and Adler further teaches that the remote instruction includes transfer destination information 
and password information of IP data (column 11, line 28-column 12, line 17), it is checked if IP 
transfer destination information corresponding to the transfer destination information is set in 
advance and if the received password information matches password information set in advance, 
and converted IP data is transmitted in accordance with the checking results (column 11, lines 
28-59). As discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail address of the computer 
network (see Figs. 11-14). 
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Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 26. 

Regarding claim 27, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of designating the IP address destination of the 
computer network on the basis of the received transfer destination information, and designating a 
desired postoffice in an e-mail server of the computer network (column 4, line 62-column 5, line 
65, and column 18, lines 14-59). As discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail 
address of the computer network (see Figs. 1 1-14). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada's e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
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IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 27. 

Regarding claim 28, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of registering in advance IP address information of 
the IP destination in correspondence with numeral information (column 11, line 60-column 12, 
line 17), and processing of receiving the transfer destination information as numeral information, 
and reading out the address information of the IP destination corresponding to the received 
numeral information from the storage means to designate the IP destination (column 12, lines 2- 
17). As discussed above, Yamada teaches of designating an e-mail address of the computer 
network (see Figs. 11-14). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 2$. 
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Regarding claim 29, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of receiving the password information as numeral 
information (column 10, line 64-column 11, line 59). 

Regarding claim 30, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of receiving the transfer destination information by a 
DTMF signal (column 9, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 32, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of receiving the transfer destination information by a 
protocol signal of a facsimile communication protocol (column 11, line 16-column 12, line 17, 
and column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4). 

Regarding claim 33, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of receiving the password information by a protocol 
signal of a facsimile communication protocol (column 11, line 16-column 12, line 17, and 
column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4). 

Regarding claim 34, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of receiving the transfer destination information by a 
subaddress signal or selective polling signal of the T.30 recommendation (column 1, lines 1 1-67, 
and column 10, line 15-column 12, line 17). 

Regarding claim 35, Adler and Yamada disclose the medium discussed above in claim 
26, and Adler further teaches of processing of receiving the password information by a password 
signal of the T.30 recommendation (column 1, lines 1 1-67, and column 10, line 15-column 12, 
line 17). 
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Regarding claim 36, Adler discloses a communication system including a communication 
apparatus which is connected to a computer network and a public telephone network, the 
communication apparatus having a facsimile communication function, the computer network 
having an e-mail server (column 4, line 62-column 5, line 42, column 6, lines 10-65, and column 
18,line 29-column 19, line 43), wherein the communication apparatus receives facsimile image 
data from the public telephone network (column 9, line 46-column 10, line 62) upon reception of 
a remote instruction including transfer destination information from the public network on the 
basis of a facsimile communication (column 13, line 25-column 14, line 4), converts the received 
facsimile image data into an IP data format (column 6, lines 10-42, and column 18, linel4- 
column 19, line 24), transmits the IP data by designating an IP destination based on the received 
transfer destination (column 6, line 17-column 7, line 67, and column 18, line 14-column 19, line 
67), selects whether the public telephone network is released and facsimile reception via the 
public telephone network is started after a signal related to a facsimile communication is not 
received within a prescribed time for monitoring signal reception from the public telephone 
network after call reception from the public telephone network (see Fig. 8, steps 220-224, 
column 12, lines 3-17, and column 21, line 10-column 22, line 25), selects whether the public 
telephone network is released and facsimile reception via the public telephone network is started 
after transfer destination information is not received within a prescribed time for monitoring 
signal reception from the public telephone network after call reception from the public telephone 
network (see Fig. 8, steps 206-216, column 11, line 60-column 12, line 17, and column 21, line 
10-column 22, line 25), and the e-mail server receives the transmitted IP data in a post office 
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corresponding to the IP destination (column 6, lines 10-65, and column 13, lines 48-column 14, 
line 4). 

However, Adler fails to expressly disclose if the IP data and IP destination are e-mail 
data and e-mail destination, and subsequently, if the e-mail server receives the transmitted e-mail 
data in a post office corresponding to the e-mail destination. 

Yamada discloses a communication system including a communication apparatus 
(apparatus 111, seen in Figs. 9 and 10) which is connected to a computer network (LAN I/F 123, 
column 14, lines 4 through 7) and a public telephone network (facsimile communication unit 
117, column 13, lines 36 through 63), the communication apparatus having a facsimile 
communication function (see Fig. 10, and column 13, lines 37 through 63, and column 14, lines 
52 through 62), the computer network having an e-mail server (see Fig. 10), wherein the 
communication apparatus receives facsimile image data from the public telephone network upon 
reception of a remote instruction including transfer destination information from the public 
network on the basis of a facsimile communication (see Figs, 11-14, being the SUB signal, 
having procedure number code "04", "14", or "24", column 15, lines 20 through 25, column 16, 
lines 28 through 33, and column 17, lines 46 through 52), converts the received facsimile image 
data into an e-mail data format (electronic mail/file transfer communication procedure controller - 
122, column 13, line 64 through column 14, line 4), transmits the e-mail data by designating an 
e-mail destination based on the received transfer destination (column 15, lines 20 through 48, 
column 16, line 28 through column 17, line 3, and column 17, line 46 through column 18, line 
24), and the e-mail server receives the transmitted e-mail data in a post office corresponding to 
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the e-mail destination (column 15, lines 20 through 48, column 16, line 28 through column 17, 
line 3, and column 17, line 46 through column 18, line 24). 

Adler & Yamada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that transmit facsimile data over the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate Yamada' s e-mail data and destination teachings in the system of Adler. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that that the system of Adler 
would become usable by more users, as facsimile data can be transmitted as both IP data having 
IP addresses and e-mail data having e-mail addresses, as recognized by Yamada in column 15, 
lines 5-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Yamada' s teachings with the system 
of Adler to obtain the invention as specified in claim 36. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. - 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Examiner 




